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Jazz greats to perform poolside in Oro Valley
10th annual Jazz Legends in Concert at Hilton will benefit the programs of Southern Arizona Arts and Cultural Alliance
Oct. 7, 2009—In what has become a marquee event for Oro Valley and the region, the Hilton Tucson El Conquistador Resort will play host to a poolside jazz concert featuring six world-renowned musicians.
Once again, trumpeter/vocalist Byron Stripling will lead the assembled sextet for the Saturday, Oct. 24 Jazz Legends in Concert LIVE 2009, which begins at 6:30 p.m. The performers include pianist Bobby Floyd, tenor saxophonist Houston Person, bassist Jay Leonhart, trombonist John Fedchock, and drummer Dennis Mackrel.

The performance will feature jazz standards new and old in the classy courtyard setting offered by the Hilton El Conquistador. Proceeds from the event will benefit the programs of the Southern Arizona Arts and Cultural Alliance (SAACA).
The party’s hosts, Al and Marilyn Cook, began the jazz tradition in their Oro Valley backyard a decade ago. The concert 10 years ago drew about 40 people; the 2008 performance at the Hilton fetched a sell-out crowd of more than 500.

Expect this year’s event to sell out as well. Tickets ($25 for lawn seating, $50 poolside, $75 poolside with three-course dinner) are available by calling SAACA at (520) 797-3959, ext. 2, or online at www.saaca.org. Dinner begins at 5:30 p.m.

Also that weekend, the jazz performers will lead master classes at the University of Arizona, exposing students to some of the best minds the jazz world has to offer.
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THE BAND
Byron Stripling
World-class trumpeter and vocalist Byron Stripling, who led SAACA’s hit “Jazz Legends 
Concert LIVE!" in 2008, has assembled a new band to perform poolside at Hilton El Conquistador Oct. 24. Stripling, was lead trumpet and frequent soloist for the Count Basie Orchestra under the direction of Thad Jones and Frank Foster. He has played with Dizzy Gillespie, Woody Herman, Dave Brubeck, Lionel Hampton, Clark Terry and Louis Bellson. He has played with the Boston Pops Orchestra under the direction of John Williams. And, since 2002, he has conducted the Columbus Jazz Orchestra. He starred in the musical "Satchmo" and records regularly as well as leads master classes and seminars at colleges, universities conservatories and high schools. He plays the trumpet with stunning style and depth and is at home in every generation of jazz. 
Bobby Floyd
Piano and organ
Virtuoso pianist Bobby Floyd plays with the Columbus Jazz Orchestra. He has performed throughout the U.S. and Europe with Ray Charles, Rusty Bryant, and Jeff Tyzik. He has toured with artists of the caliber of Sarah Vaughn and Glen Campbell.

Dennis Mackrel
Drums
Mackrel began playing the drums when he was only two years old, a certain child prodigy. He became a professional musician at the age of 10. At 18 he became one of the youngest members of a Las Vegas showroom orchestra, and at 19 Mackrel moved to New York City and landed a gig as the drummer in a New York Broadway orchestra. He then joined the Count Basie Orchestra. His compositions and arrangements have been recorded and performed throughout the world. 

Houston Person
Tenor saxophone
Person stays busy with his own gigs, booking tours, finding new clubs, keeping his Rolodex filled with the phone numbers for every major concert promoter on every continent. He even produces his own albums. His first big break came while working as bandmate of organist Johnny Hammond and his group, co-led by Etta Jones. 

Jay Leonhart
Upright bass
A superior bassist, Jay Leonhart also has had a parallel and sometimes-overlapping career as a witty lyricist and occasional singer. As a child he attended the Peabody Conservatory, and by the 
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time he went to the Berklee College of Music, Leonhart was a jazz musician. He played with Buddy Morrow and Mike Longo and then became a busy freelance musician in New York. 
Leonhart's many associations include Marian McPartland, Jim Hall, Urbie Green, Chuck Wayne, Phil Woods, Gerry Mulligan, Lee Konitz, Don Sebesky, Louie Bellson and pianist Mike Renzi. Leonhart became a well-known lyricist in the 1980s when he first lead his own recording sessions and started having his songs recorded by other singers. 

John Fedchock
Trombone

John Fedchock is a world-class trombone soloist, a heralded New York bandleader and a Grammy nominated arranger. He received a Grammy nomination in 2003 for "Best Instrumental Arrangement" for his chart on "Caribbean Fire Dance," and he appeared on Downbeat's readers’ poll in the categories of Trombone, Arranger and Big Band for several consecutive years.  He began his career as a jazz trombonist with the Woody Herman Orchestra in 1980 and toured with the Thundering Herd for seven years. He served as musical coordinator and chief arranger for Herman's last two Grammy-nominated albums. Fedchock has toured with Gerry Mulligan's Concert Band, Louie Bellson's Big Band, the Carnegie Hall Jazz Band and T.S. Monk. He holds master's degrees from The Ohio State University and Eastman School of Music and conducts seminars all across the country. He tours abroad as a solo artist at jazz festivals and concert halls around the world. 

For more information about Jazz Legends in Concert LIVE, go online to www.saaca.org/events-jazzlegends.html. High-resolution photos of all performers are available on request. For assistance, please contact SAACA Communications Specialist Ty Bowers at (520) 797-3959 or by e-mail at ty@saaca.org.
About the Southern Arizona Arts and Cultural Alliance

The Southern Arizona Arts and Cultural Alliance (SAACA) exists to ensure that, through engagement in arts and culture, our communities produce strong, inspired citizens. SAACA enlists artists, businesses, governments, and individuals to expand artistic and cultural opportunities in their respective communities. To enhance access to the arts and to promote cultural awareness in the communities it serves, SAACA presents large-scale festivals, events and other programs. The alliance also promotes educational opportunities in the arts and culture for both the young and the old.
For more information about the Southern Arizona Arts and Cultural Alliance, go online to www.saaca.org.
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